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Religious 
– sisters, brothers, priests, monks and contemplative sisters – 
moved by Jesus Christ and the Gospel,                                      lead a life of devotion to God, 
their community and their neighbours,
creating room for seeking God and speaking about God, as well as for showing solidarity and nearness.

Their life and work are rooted in Church and society, 
in which they, based on their calling to prophetic and creative faithfulness, try to make God's Kingdom visible,

· by listening to His voice and keeping their eyes open to the signs of the times,

· by living the Gospel and presenting it in accordance with their own spirituality,

· by viewing themselves and others as well as Church and society with a critical yet positive attitude 

· and by working together with all those who share this commitment to the wholeness of human beings and the wholeness of creation.

In practice, the religious actively support and participate in areas such as peace and justice, spirituality, pastoral care, training, emancipation and work among refugees, as well as in a variety of projects in health care, social care, women's networks, youth work, mission, education and academia. In their work they pay special attention to the most vulnerable in our society.
Many communities offer room for silence and contemplation. 
Thus each one of them gives shape to its spirituality in its own way and at its own place.
In all this the various communities seek to support each other and cooperate with each other. 




Mission Statement


Conference of Religious in the Netherlands


Konferentie Nederlandse Religieuzen (KNR)
The Conference of Dutch Religious 
unites the whole multifaceted variety of institutes 
that constitute religious life in the Catholic Church in the Netherlands.

Within all these institutes, the religious seek to 
experience God's loving and merciful presence and make it manifest 
by establishing an authentic balance of action and contemplation, 
and by their life as a community, their prayer and commitment.

It is the task of the KNR, as an umbrella organisation for the religious institutes, 
to coordinate their mutual cooperation. 

In doing so, the KNR seeks both to protect their joint interests 
and to support each individual religious institute
in its specific needs.
The KNR promotes the presence and the presentation 
of the religious in Church and society 
and acts as their official spokesperson.

A number of religious institutes are faced with a gradual reduction in size. 
At the same time some communities are witnessing an influx of new members 
and in several places new forms of religious life are established. 

To all involved this phase constitutes a process of growth 
in the way they experience their spirituality, 
a way that confirms and challenges them as religious people. 

This process requires an ever stronger sisterhood and brotherhood, 
that goes beyond the boundaries of the individual religious communities 
and adopts an increasingly international point of view.

The KNR aims to provide the basis for this development.
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